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Reviewing Indigenous Resources



Why review?

• We know our students best

• Ensure we have respectful resources in our classrooms

• Pressure publishers to create respectful resources

It is important to continue to review resources as we learn more.



Indigenous Content, Perspectives, and 
Pedagogies
• Indigenous Content: The resource contains information about Indigenous Peoples (may or may 

not be created by or in collaboration with Indigenous Peoples).

• Indigenous Perspectives: The resource contains Indigenous Peoples’ perspectives or information 
created by Indigenous Peoples.

• Indigenous Pedagogies: The resource contains traditional Indigenous ways of sharing 
information (for example, storytelling, draws on the First Peoples Principles of Learning, etc.)



Guiding Questions

1. Who developed the resource? 

2. How are Indigenous Peoples represented in the resource? 

3. Does the resource contain traditional Indigenous stories?

4. Does the resource contain Indigenous art? 

5. Does the resource contain references to or depictions of ceremonial information? 

6. Does the resource honour the diversity of Indigenous Peoples? 

7. Does the resource portray Indigenous Peoples authentically and accurately?



Who developed the resource? 

Questions

• Has this resource been created by Indigenous 
peoples? 

• Has this resource been created in collaboration or 
consultation with Indigenous peoples? How do you 
know?

Suggested Resource

Strong Nations (http://StrongNations.com)

• Online retailer and publishing house in Nanaimo, 
specializing in Indigenous literature

http://strongnations.com/


How are Indigenous Peoples represented 
in the resource? 

Questions

• Is the resource free from stereotypes? 

• Has respectful language been used? 

• Does the resource recognize the strength of 
Indigenous Peoples? 

Suggested Resource

American Indians in Children’s Literature

https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/

Established in 2006 by Dr. Debbie Reese of Nambé
Pueblo, American Indians in Children's Literature (AICL) 
provides critical analysis of Indigenous peoples in 
children's and young adult books.

https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/


Does the resource contain traditional 
Indigenous stories?

Questions

• Does the resource indicate that permission has 
been given to use the story in a public context 
and/or for educational purposes? 

• Does the resource indicate what protocols and/or 
guidelines (if any) should be followed when using 
this story for educational purposes?

Suggested Resource

Indigenous Storybooks Project 

http://IndigenousStorybooks.ca

Online resource with resources to support bringing 
Indigenous storytelling into the classroom and open 
access stories translated into Indigenous languages

http://indigenousstorybooks.ca/


Does the resource contain Indigenous 
art? 
• Is there information about the art that is being used?

• Does the resource contain information about the artist? The artist’s Nation? 

• Does the art appear to have been copied from another source?



Does the resource contain ceremonial 
information? 
• This is particularly significant if it appears that the resource creator is not Indigenous or does not belong to 

the Nation represented in the resource

• Does the resource contain traditional songs and spiritual or ceremonial practices? If so, is there evidence 
that permission has been given to share this information?

• Note: If the resource has been developed by or in collaboration with someone from the same Nation as the 
resource, they are likely familiar with the protocols associated with sharing the knowledge.



Does the resource honour the diversity of 
Indigenous Peoples? 
• Does the resource references specific Nations? 

• Note: An exception is when the resource is referencing experiences that may be common to Indigenous 
Peoples (for example, residential schools or colonialism). 



Does the resource portray Indigenous 
Peoples authentically and accurately?
• To determine this, you must consider the references that are being used and/or the people who have been 

involved in creating the resource as well as the resource itself. 

• Do the resource creators belong to a reputable organization (for example, the First Nations Education 
Steering Committee)? Does the resource contain factual and researched information? Has the historical 
information been accurately portrayed? 



Traditional Stories



Guidelines for Retelling Public Stories

• Choose a public story to retell.
• This means that permission has been given by the nation or individual who owns the story to share it 

publicly. Look for evidence of this when you are locating the story. 
• Maintain the integrity of the story. 
• Has it already been translated from an Indigenous language? 
• Have you included all of the key elements of the story?

• Research the context of the story to be shared with each telling.
• What nation does this story come from?
• Why are you allowed to share it? (It is a public story)



Some Common Approaches to Using 
Stories
• Often the stories were and still are told with no explanation. It is expected that the listeners will go away 

and think about the story and any meanings that may surface. You may want to do this; however, 
students need to become familiar with this expectation.

• A talking circle may be used to discuss aspects or to share individual understandings of the story. It is 
expected that the children and adults may not understand all of a story. That is all right. With discussion 
and active engagement in the story’s aspects, understandings may increase.

• Role playing and having fun with the story is advocated. Through role play, empathy with characters and 
situations is experienced.



Some Common Approaches to Using 
Stories (cont’d)
• Stories need to be told and “felt” over and over again, this demonstrates that a story can have different 

applications and understandings. 

Gordon, E., & Archibald, J. (1994). Storyguide: Beginning the Journey. In A. Goodfellow, First Nations journeys of justice: Building bridges of understanding between nations (Grade 
Three) (pp. 35-58). Law Courts Education Society of British Columbia. (pp. 38-39) 



Poetry



Writing Poetry for Magical Beings of Haida 
Gwaii
1. Work with an informational text 

2. Summarize key ideas or highlight key terms and/or phrases

3. Create poem using key ideas and/or terms



Short Stories



Thematic Questions Matrix 
 
Directions: In the left column, complete the list of questions on adolescent themes using your own ideas for three additional questions. Then place an “x” in 
the column under each YA text that responds to each question. 
 

Thematic 
Questions 

Blessing Song by 
Lee Maracle 

Skins by Joseph 
Bruchac 

Borders by Thomas 
King 

It Used to Be Green 
Once by Patricia 
Grace 

The Letter by Sally 
Morgan 

Show Me Yours by 
Richard Van Camp 

Can there be a 
“good” betrayal? 

      

What’s the 
connection 
between language 
and identity? 

      

When does 
childhood end? 

      

Does art transcend 
boundaries? If so, 
how? 

      

Is the past 
important? Why or 
why not? 

      

What does it mean 
to be “true” to 
ourselves? 

      

 
 
 



Picture Books



Childhood through the Eyes of Indigenous Writers 
 

90 FNESC/FNSA English First Peoples 10, 11, and 12 Teacher Resource Guide 

BLM 1 – Picture Book Gallery Walk – Discussion Questions 
Title: Author: 

 
Illustrator: 

How does the visual content contribute to the meaning and impact of the book? 
 
 
 
 
 
What values does the book portray about children in First Peoples’ cultures, societies, or 
worldviews? 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the deeper themes or teachings in the book? 
 
 
 
 
 
What topics does the book address, and how does the book contribute to our understanding 
about First Peoples’ experiences (past, present, or future)? 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe how the author has engaged and created meaning for the intended audience (e.g., 
literary elements, techniques, and devices). Are there examples of literal and inferential 
meaning in the book? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Retrieved from http://www.fnesc.ca/wp/wp-
content/uploads/2018/08/PUBLICATION-LFP-EFP-10-12-FINAL-2018-08-13.pdf

http://www.fnesc.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/PUBLICATION-LFP-EFP-10-12-FINAL-2018-08-13.pdf


Childhood through the Eyes of Indigenous Writers 
 

FNESC/FNSA English First Peoples 10, 11, and 12 Teacher Resource Guide 91 

BLM 2 – Beliefs and Values about Children 
from the Public Health Agency of Canada, Aboriginal Head Start 

www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/hp-ps/dca-dea/publications/ahsuni-papairun/index-eng.php#a6  

 
While First Nations people, Métis, and Inuit have distinct cultures and languages, they also share 
common beliefs, values and histories. It is with this in mind that the following Statement of 
Beliefs and Values about Children was written. 

We believe... 

x That children are a gift from the Creator. 

x That our children have a right to live proudly as Aboriginal people in the lands of their 
ancestors. 

x That children have a right to learn their respective Aboriginal language(s) and histories, and 
adults have a responsibility to pass on the instructions that the Creator gave in the beginning 
of time as are reflected in our languages, cultural beliefs and cultural practices. 

x That each child is part of what makes a community whole. 

x That it is essential for children to develop meaningful relationships with Elders, the carriers of 
knowledge and history. 

x That children, under the guidance of Elders, will learn to love learning throughout their life. 

x That adults are community role models who are to teach children how to live a good life. 

x That children deserve opportunities to gain knowledge and experience of how to live a good 
life. 

x That children acquire knowledge by watching, listening and doing, and adults are responsible 
for encouraging and guiding them in all those activities. 

x That children, through being loved, valued and encouraged, will gain the courage, the strength 
and the wisdom to use the power of a good mind and spirit in all that they do. 

x That children have a right to enjoy the opportunities that education offers. 

x That children have a right to live in healthy, self-determining communities that are free of 
violence. 

 

 

Retrieved from http://www.fnesc.ca/wp/wp-
content/uploads/2018/08/PUBLICATION-LFP-EFP-10-12-FINAL-2018-08-13.pdf

http://www.fnesc.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/PUBLICATION-LFP-EFP-10-12-FINAL-2018-08-13.pdf


Graphic Novels 



Graphic Novels in Support of Story 
Elements
Character: Students can draw the main character and select two or three text excerpts that help the reader 
see the character.

Setting: To support students exploring visual literacy and colour, students could colour a black and white 
version of a graphic novel and be prepared to explain how their colour choices contribute to setting creation.

Plot: Students read picture only texts and then work in small groups to identify key plot points. Another 
option is to use a story students have read and ask them to draw panels to illustrate key plot points. 

From Less is More: Teaching Literature with Short Texts – Grades 6-12 (pp. 211-212)



Novels



Book Tasting Guidelines 
You may make  notes on the inside of this pamphlet. 

1. Record the author and title of the book. 

2. What do you think of the cover? 

3. Read the description of the book and then three 

pages aloud with your group. What do you think of 

the writing? The story? 

4. Google the author. What is one thing you learned 

about the author? Based on what you learned, 

what do you think might be important in their 

books? 

5. Would you read this book? 

6. Based on what you have learned, how many stars 

(out of five) would you give this book?  

 

 

Welcome to the UFV BEd 

English Language Arts  
Book Tasting Event 

 
Menu Items  
 

 Son of a Trickster by Eden Robinson 

 The Marrow Thieves by Cherie Dimaline 

 Strangers (The Reckoner #1) by David A. 

Robertson 

 The Journey Forward, A Novella by Richard 

Van Camp and Monique Gray Smith 

 Indian Horse by Richard Wagamese 

 Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo 

Marines of World War Two by Joseph Bruschac 

 

Please make your selection of one book after sampling 

of all the books available to you.  
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http://saraflorence.ca/

